
Last name of First Authors et.al |  Seminar Nasional Fakultas Ekonomi dan Sains Teknologi (SINERGITEK), 2023, 1(1): 1–10 

 

 
SINERGITEK is licensed under an  

Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International (CC BY-NC-SA 4.0)       
 

Academic Collaboration and Local Innovation in Realizing Global 

Contribution 

Agustina Nasution 

Education Management Student, Labuhanbatu University 

Email: agustinanasution871@gmail.com  

WhatsApp: 08116376660 
 

Abstract 

This article discusses the importance of international academic collaboration as a strategic means of strengthening local 

innovation towards global contribution. In the context of educational globalization, cross-border cooperation between 

universities plays an important role in expanding research capacity, improving academic literacy, and accelerating the 

dissemination of knowledge. Labuhanbatu University, through the ULB International Academic Fest 2025 International 

Conference, demonstrates its active role in building knowledge networks through synergy with Universiti Tun Hussein Onn 

Malaysia (UTHM) and Universiti Teknologi MARA (UiTM). Using a qualitative approach based on literature review, this 

article shows that international academic collaboration is a driving force for local innovation oriented towards sustainable 

development, while also strengthening Indonesia's educational diplomacy on the global stage. 
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Abstract 

This article discusses the importance of international academic collaboration as a strategic means to strengthen local 

innovation towards global contribution. In the context of higher education globalization, cross-border cooperation among 

universities plays a vital role in expanding research capacity, enhancing academic literacy, and accelerating the 

dissemination of knowledge. Universitas Labuhanbatu, through the International Conference ULB International Academic 

Fest 2025, demonstrates its active role in building a knowledge network in synergy with Universiti Tun Hussein Onn 

Malaysia (UTHM) and Universiti Teknologi MARA (UiTM). Using a qualitative approach based on literature review, this 

article shows that international academic collaboration serves as a driving force for local innovation oriented toward 

sustainable development while strengthening Indonesia’s educational diplomacy on the global stage. 
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Introduction 

Globalization and digital transformation have brought significant changes to the governance of higher 

education. Higher education institutions no longer function as local educational institutions, but as global 

entities that must be able to adapt to international dynamics. According to Altbach and Knight (2020), the 

internationalization of higher education is not limited to student exchanges, but is a systematic process of 

integrating global dimensions into teaching, research, and community service. In this context, international 

academic collaboration is an effective means of strengthening local innovation so that it can contribute to global 

development. Labuhanbatu University (ULB), through its International Conference ULB International 

Academic Fest 2025, is a concrete example of efforts to strengthen cross-border academic synergy that 

prioritizes research and scientific publications as instruments of collaboration. 

Literature Review 

According to Knight (2008), the concept of higher education internationalization encompasses efforts to 

integrate international dimensions into the main functions of universities. Teichler (2017) emphasizes that 

internationalization is a strategy that enriches academic quality through the exchange of culture, ideas, and 

knowledge. Marginson (2022) adds that cross-border collaboration can strengthen research capacity and  
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enhance the scientific reputation of educational institutions. On the other hand, local innovation plays a central 

role in bridging the gap between the local social context and global demands. According to Zawacki-Richter et 

al. (2021), local-based innovation can contribute globally if it is developed through collaborative networks and 

sustainable international dissemination. 

Method 

This study uses a qualitative approach based on a literature review by analyzing various relevant scientific 

sources related to academic collaboration and educational innovation. Data were obtained from international 

journals, educational policies, and academic activity reports related to the ULB International Academic Fest 

2025. The analysis was conducted by reviewing the concepts, contexts, and practices of cross-border academic 

collaboration in promoting globally-oriented local innovation. 

Findings and Discussion 

The results of the study show that international academic collaboration has a significant impact on strengthening 

local innovation. Activities such as the ULB International Academic Fest 2025 open up a space for scientific 

dialogue that brings together researchers from various countries to exchange ideas and research results. This is 

in line with Zhu's (2022) view that post-pandemic hybrid conferences are a new form of inclusive and efficient 

academic diplomacy. In addition, these collaborative activities strengthen the capacity of academics to write 

scientific articles, expand research networks, and increase the visibility of institutions at the global level. 

Sustainable collaboration also contributes to improving the quality of higher education and strengthening the 

nation's competitiveness in the fields of research and innovation. 

Conclusion 

International academic collaboration is an important foundation in strengthening local innovation so that it can 

contribute globally. Through international conferences, universities can expand their research networks, 

strengthen scientific publications, and increase the capacity of academic human resources. Labuhanbatu 

University has demonstrated a real commitment to advancing cross-border academic collaboration as a strategy 

towards globally competitive and sustainable higher education.  

References 

Altbach, P. G., & Knight, J. (2020). The internationalization of higher education: Motivations and realities. 

Journal of Studies in International Education, 24(1), 3–12. https://doi.org/10.1177/1028315317726600 

Knight, J. (2008). Higher education in turmoil: The changing world of internationalization. Sense Publishers. 

Marginson, S. (2022). Global science and national research systems: The power of collaboration. Higher 

Education, 84(3), 411–428. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10734-021-00756-1 

Teichler, U. (2017). Internationalization trends in higher education and the changing role of international 

offices. Journal of Higher Education Policy and Management, 39(6), 659–672. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/1360080X.2017.1377960 

Zawacki-Richter, O., Kerres, M., Bedenlier, S., Bond, M., & Buntins, K. (2021). Systematic review of research on 

artificial intelligence applications in higher education. International Journal of Educational Technology in 

Higher Education, 18(1), 1–25. https://doi.org/10.1186/s41239-021-00260-7 

Zhu, M. (2022). Hybrid academic conferences: Challenges and opportunities in post-pandemic education. 

Educational Media International, 59(2), 125–140. https://doi.org/10.1080/09523987.2022.2099984 

 

 

2 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/

